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REPORT 
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The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 5349) for the relief of Mrs. Edith P. Powell, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon, without amendment, - and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of $300 
to Mrs. Edith P. Powell, Hallie ford, Va., in full settlement of all 
claims against the United States for adjustme nt of retirement pay for 
the per iod September 1, 1950, to May 29, 1951, due her mother, Mrs. 
Willie M. Sadler, at the time of the latter’s death by virtue of the 
latter’s prior survival as the widow of Andrew B. Sadler, a retired 
lighthouse keeper prior to his death. 


STATEMENT 


Andrew B. Sadler, who died July 1, 1947, was retired as a lighthouse 
keeper on March 1, 1933, on an annuity of $1,093.79 per annum based 
upon 24 years, 3 months and 14 days service. Under the act of August 
19, 1950, Mrs. Sadler became entitled to survivor benefits of $50 per 
month, commence ing een i, 1950. A check representing bene- 
fits from September 1, 1950, to May 31, 1951, was mailed to the widow 
early in June 1951 but was nec essarily returned for cancellation be- 
cause of the death of the payee. The delay in effecting settlement 
was occasioned by the fact that funds for payment of these lighthouse 
widows’ benefits were not appropriated until Public Law 45 was ap- 

roved on June 2, 1951. Had the appropriations been timely made 
Mrs. Sadler would have received the sum of $300 prior to her death. 
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The Civil Service Commission in reporting on the instant bill stated 
in part that: 


Payments authorized under the act of August 19, 1950, are pure gratuities or 
pensions. The right to receive the gratuity is personal to the person included 
within the scope of the statute, and lapses with the death of such person, and 
does not become part of her estate. The award is intended only for the person 
described in the statute, and there is no reason why such award or portion thereof 
should be continued or paid to some other person. 


The committee realizes that the Civil Service Commission is justi- 
fied in its interpretation of the statute and the consequent disallow- 
ance of this sum as an asset of Mrs. Sadler’s estate. However, the 
committee is of the opinion that this sum should be made payable to 
Mrs. Powell as the only surviving heir of the deceased. Had the pay- 
ment been timely, this sum would have become a part of the decedent’s 
estate at the time of her death and would have descended to her 
daughter as her only heir. Mrs. Edith P. Powell paid the expenses 
of the last illness and burial of her mother amounting to $785. 

The committee has at various times recognized the equities created 
in circumstances such as the one herein and has granted sums to claim- 
ants in similar circumstances where payee had died after checks were 
made out to them but were not received prior to their deaths. 

The Treasury Department in its report states that it has no objec- 
tion to the enactment of this bill. The committee believes that this 
is a meritorious claim and, therefore, recommends favorable considera- 
tion of H. R. 5349. 

Attached hereto and made a part of this report are reports of the 
United States Civil Service Commission and the Treasury Department 
submitted in connection with this bill, and various statements sub- 
mitted on behalf of the claimant. 


Unitep States Crvit Service Commission, 
Washington 25, D. C., November 9, 1951. 
Hon, MANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Room 347, House Office Building. 


Dear Mr. Ce.uer: I am referring further to your letter of September 17, 1951, 
relative to H. R. 5349, a bill for the relief of Mrs. Edith P. Powell. 

Andrew B. Sadler, who died July 1, 1947, was retired as a lighthouse keeper on 
March 1, 1933, on an annuity of $1,093.79 per annum, based upon 24 years, 3 
months, and 14 days? service. Under the act of August 19, 1950, his widow 
became entitled to survivor benefits of $50 per month, commencing September 1, 
1950. A check representing benefits from September 1, 1950, to May 31, 1951, 
was mailed to the widow early in June 1951, but was necessarily returned for 
cancellation because of death of the payee. Delay in effecting settlement was 
occasioned by the fact that funds for payment of these lighthouse widows’ benefits 
were not appropriated until Public Law 45 was approved on June 2, 1951. Had 
the appropriations been timely made, she would have received $300 prior to her 
death. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the payment of the $300 to Mrs. Edith 
P. Powell, of Hallieford, Va., daughter of the widow decedent. 

Payments authorized under the act of August 19, 1950, are pure gratuities or 
pensions. The right to receive the gratuity is personal to the person included 
within the scope of the statute, and lapses with the death of such person, and does 
not become part of her estate. The award is intended only for the person described 
in the statute, and there is no reason why such award or portion thereof should be 
continued or paid to some other person. 

Furthermore, the Commission cannot concur in the granting by private legis- 
lation special benefits to which others similarly situated are not entitled. Ac- 
cordingly, adverse action on this bill is recommended. 
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The Bureau of the Budget advises that there would be no objection to the 
submission of this report to your committee. 
By direction of the Commission: 
Sincerely yours, 
Rosert RamspPeck, Chairman. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, January 28, 1952 
Hon. EManvuewt CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: Further reference is made to your letter of Sep- 
tember 17, 1951, requesting the views of the Treasury Department on H. R. 
5349, for the relief of Mrs. Edith P. Powell. 

The purpose of H. R. 5349 is to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay the sum of $300 to Mrs. Edith P. Powell, daughter of Mrs. Willie M. Sadler, 
which sum was due Mrs. Sadler at the time of her death on March 29, 1951. 

The act of August 19, 1950 (64 Stat. 465, 33 U. S. C. Supp. IV, 771-775), 
provided that widows of certain former employees of the Lighthouse Service, 
including keepers, would be paid the sum of $50 per month for life so long as 
they did not remarry. Mrs. Willie M. Sadler was the widow of Andrew B. Sadler, 
a retired lighthouse keeper who died prior to 1950; she did not remarry. After 
enactment of the statute referred to above Mrs. Sadler filed a claim for payment 
of the $50 per month to which she was entitled. This claim was certified by the 
Coast Guard to the Civil Service Commission on January 2, 1951, but no payment 
has been made as the result of such claim. 

The Treasury Department has no objection to the enactment of H. R. 5349. 

The Department has been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is 
no objection to the submission of this report to your committee. 

Very truly yours, 
E. H. Fouey, 
Acting Secretary of the Treasury. 


Marcu 29, 1951. 
Mrs. Epita P. Powe tt. 
To: Mrs. Virginia Smith. 
Nurse’s care to her mother, Mrs. Willie P. Sadler__.________.___________ $140 
Received pay in full from Mrs. Edith P. Powell. 
Mrs. Virainia SMITH. 


STATEMENT 


Matruews, Va., March 30, 1961. 
Mrs. Wi.u1e Peters SADLER, 
Hallieford, Va. 
IR OPO ae Ne oe eee caus $130 
Paid by Edith P. Powell. 
Joun R. Grit, M. D. 





Buiakes, Matuews County, Va., 
April 6, 1951. 
Mrs. Epirn Peart Powe tt, 
Hallieford, Va: 


Mar. 31, 1951: Funeral expenses of Mrs. Willie Peters Sadler, total com- 
PUT a a a he a sl ate ink cscs bid ie ww ne eis $785 
Paid in full April 6, 1951. 
Foster FuNERAL Home, 
By Witsert T. Foster 
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To: The Committee on the Judiciary, United States House of Representatives. 
Re: H. R. 5349, for the relief of Mrs. Edith Powell. 

This day personally appeared before me, C. Aubrey White, a notary public of 
and for the State of Virginia and county of Mathews, Edith P. Powell, who, being 
first duly sworn, deposes and says: 

1. That she is the daughter and only heir at law of Mrs. Willie Peters Sadler. 

2. That the husband of said Willie Peters Sadler, and father of Edith P. Powell, 
predeceased said Willie Peters Sadler. 

3. That the expenses of the last illness and. funeral expenses were paid by 
Edith P. Powell, from joint funds owned by her and said Willie Peters Sadler, 
the substantial majority of such funds being the property of Edith P. Powell. 
The amounts of such payments were as follows: Dr. J. R. Gill, $130; Mrs. Virginia 
Smith, nursing services, $140; Foster’s Funeral Home, funeral expenses, $785. 
Receipts for these payments are attached hereto. 


4. That said Willie Peters Sadler, the widow of Andrew B. Sadler, who was 
a retired lighthouse keeper, was entitled to a pension of $50 per month from 
September 1950 to March 1951, the date of the death of said Willie Peters Sadler, 
but said pension was not paid during the lifetime of said Willie Peters Sadler for 
the reason that the necessary funds for payment of same were not appropriated 
until shortly before the death of said Willie Peters Sadler. 

5. That this affidavit is made for the purpose of supporting the above- 
captioned bill providing for the payment of said pension to Edith P. Powell, as 
the only heir at law of said Willie Peters Sadler, to which said pension Willie 
Peters Sadler became entitled during her lifetime, but which was not paid for the 
reasons above stated. 

Epiru P. Powsr.t, 


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 10th day of December 1951 by Edith P. 
Powell, who is personally known to me to be the person whose name is signed to 
the above writing, in the county of Mathews and State of Virginia. 

My commission expires on the 12th day of January 1953. 

Given under my hand and seal this 10th day of December 1951. 


[SEAL] C. AuBREY WHITE, 


O 





